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BIG IDEA | There's a warrior WITHIN you.

Judges 6:1-12 (NLT)

! The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight. So the Lord handed them
over to the Midianites for seven years. 2 The Midianites were so cruel
that the Israelites made hiding places for themselves in the mountains,
caves, and strongholds. > Whenever the Israelites planted their crops,
marauders from Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east would
attack Israel, * camping in the land and destroying crops as far away as
Gaza. They left the Israelites with nothing to eat, taking all the sheep,
goats, cattle, and donkeys. > These enemy hordes, coming with their
livestock and tents, were as thick as locusts; they arrived on droves of
camels too numerous to count. And they stayed until the land was
stripped bare. ® So Israel was reduced to starvation by the Midianites.
Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help.

”When they cried out to the Lord because of Midian, 8the Lord sent a
prophet to the Israelites. He said, “This is what the Lord, the God of
Israel, says: | brought you up out of slavery in Egypt.° | rescued you
from the Egyptians and from all who oppressed you. | drove out your
enemies and gave you their land. % | told you, ‘1 am the Lord your God.
You must not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you now
live.” But you have not listened to me.”



1 Then the angel of the Lord came and sat beneath the great tree at
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of
Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide the
grain from the Midianites. 1> The angel of the Lord appeared to him and
said, “Mighty hero, the Lord is with you!”

3 STEPS TO FIND THE WARRIOR WITHIN:
1. Learn to see ourselves the way God sees us.

1 Peter 2:9 (NLT)

9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal
priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can
show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness
into his wonderful light.

Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT)

14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be
hidden. > No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead,
a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the
house. 1® In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see,
so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.

Judges 6:13-14 (NLT)

13 “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this
happened to us? And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us
about? Didn’t they say, ‘The Lord brought us up out of Egypt’? But now
the Lord has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.”

14 Then the Lord turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you
have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. | am sending you!”



2. Drop the excuses and go in the strength we have.

Judges 6:15-16 (NLT)

15 “But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can | rescue Israel? My clan is the
weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and | am the least in my entire
family!”

16 The Lord said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the
Midianites as if you were fighting against one man.”

3. Refuse to let the fear of failure stop us.

Revelation 19:11-16 (NLT)

1 Then | saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its
rider was named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a
righteous war. 12 His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his head were
many crowns. A name was written on him that no one understood
except himself. 13 He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the
Word of God. * The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure
white linen, followed him on white horses. > From his mouth came a
sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron
rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice
flowing from a winepress. 16 On his robe at his thigh was written this
title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords.



